CHILDREN THRIVE IN

FACT s" EET: GRANDFAMILIES

More than 2.5 million children across the U.S. are raised in grandfamilies (also known as kinship
families).! These are families in which grandparents, other adult family members, or close family
friends are raising children, with no parents in the home. The parents are not caring for their
children for many reasons, including parental substance use, incarceration, military deployment,
severe disability, deportation, teenage pregnancy, or death. When children cannot remain in
their parents’ care, research shows they do best in grandfamilies.
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“Most people go to grandma’s house and get spoiled,
but for me it was the only safe place | had...getting to
live with grandma was like ‘going to grandma’s house’
all the time. | had more love there than anywhere else
in my life.”

- Chad, Oregon

CHILDREN IN GRANDFAMILIES HAVE BETTER OUTCOMES
THAN CHILDREN WITH NON-RELATIVES WHEN THEY GET THE
SUPPORT THEY NEED

Compared to children in non-kin foster care, children in the care of kin experience:

e« Fewer placement changes?
e Better educational outcomes and educational stability?
e Less likely to re-enter the foster care system*

e Relatives are willing to adopt or become permanent guardians when reunification
with parents is not possible
e 43% of children adopted from foster care are adopted by relatives or kin®

« Former foster youth placed with kin were more likely to have a job or be in school, and

less likely to be homeless or in jail, by age 21, compared to those placed with non-
relative foster families.”

e Report they “always feel loved"?

e More likely to like who they live with (93% vs. 79% for non-relative foster care)™

e Less likely to try to run away"

e More likely to express preference for maintaining connections and placement with
kin'™

SAFETY

e Less likely to experience re-abuse™

GREATER PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS AND CONNECTIONS TO THEIR FAMILIES®

2 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES



IT"S HARD FOR GRANDFAMILIES TO GET HELP

Despite the crucial role grandfamilies provide for the children in their care, grandparents and
other relatives often do not have access to the critical supports and services they need.
Grandparents and other relatives often become caregivers to their relative children with little to
no warning. They are usually unaware of what supports and services are available to them or face
obstacles in accessing supports and services.

While some grandfamilies are formed when the child welfare system becomes involved with a
family, many caregivers step in to care for the children to prevent the need for child protective
services. The vast majority of kinship families are raising children outside of foster care, and as a
result are less likely than foster parents to be eligible or have access to important supports,
services and benefits. In fact, for every one child inside the foster care system with kin, there are
19 children being raised by kin outside of foster care.'® Even kin who are raising children inside
the foster care system often get fewer supports and resources than non-kin foster parents.

Due to the difficult and unexpected circumstances that lead children to be in the care of
relatives, children and caregivers in grandfamilies face greater health, mental health, social and
financial challenges than those in the general population.'” It can be difficult for families to get
the help they need.”®

Grandfamilies experience:

e Less access to economic and educational resources and social supports.”®

e Less access to legal resources due to financial restrictions and awareness of available
resources.®

e Limited access to mental health services for depression, stress, behavioral or emotional
issues because of stigma, accessibility, cost, and lack of information about
grandfamilies.”

¢ Limited understanding of available services and supports or how to apply, particularly
caregivers outside of the formal child welfare system.??

¢ Children in kinship families are less likely to receive needed early intervention or
special education services.?

e Families struggle to access affordable child care that meets the needs of the children.?*

e Lessthan one-third of eligible kinship families receive housing assistance.?®

e Lessthan half receive SNAP (Supplementary Nutrition Assistance Program/formerly
the Food Stamp Program).?®

e Nearly half of children in kinship families had caregivers who had not received any
payment for caring for the child, such as foster care or adoption assistance payments,
Social Security survivor benefits, child support, or TANF.?”

e Unique challenges faced by caregivers in rural areas with limited access to supportive
services.?®

“If not for being raised by my grandparents, | would not have a cultural
identity, | wouldn’t know my family lineage and my son would not bear
the name Tcha-LQad—a name that is 17 generations old. My
grandparents raised me in old, traditional ways—no running the streets
or going to dances like other kids my age. Instead, | was involved in the
spiritual side of life. My passion was going to drum circles and listening
to old people talk and perform ceremonies. That helped me develop a
real sense of pride and belonging.”

- Ray, Skokomish Reservation near Shelton, Washington
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CHILDREN DO BEST WHEN CAREGIVERS RECEIVE THE RIGHT
SUPPORTS AND SERVICES

Research shows that the social, academic, behavioral and mental health outcomes for children
in grandfamilies are better when families receive supportive services than for those who do not
receive supportive services.?® Examples of supportive services include kinship navigator
programs that provide a single entry point for learning about housing, health services, and

financial and legal assistance,*® along with improved household resources® and access to mental
health services.*

“There is real love there”
- Janay, California, speaking about being
raised in her grandmother’s home

“This program has been a lifesaver for me and my grandkids. When
school started, I did not have the funds for book bags and school
supplies, [the program] made sure that they had them as well as
information for school uniforms...When the kids were having behavior
problems, we got counseling and not only that - somebody was always
calling to check on me and making sure |1 had everything | needed.”

- Grandparent Caregiver, Georgia, describing support from the

GRANDD Program??

4 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES



ENDNOTES

Endnote 1:

The Annie E. Casey Foundation KIDS COUNT Data Center. Children in Kinship Care in the United States, 2023—
2025. (2025). Retrieved from https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/10455-children-in-kinship-care

Endnote 2:

Bell, T., & Romano, E. “Permanency and Safety Among Children in Foster Family and Kinship Care: A Scoping
Review.” Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 18(3), (2017): 268-286. Retrieved from https://journals.sagepub.com/
doi/10.1177/1524838015611673

Chamberlain, P., et al. “Who Disrupts From Placement in Foster and Kinship Care?” Child Abuse & Neglect, 30(4),
(2006): 409-424. Retrieved from http://www.mtfc.com/2006_chamberlain_et%20al_a_Who_Disrupts.pdf

Helton, J. “Children with Behavioral, Non-Behavioral, and Multiple Disabilities, and the Risk of Out-of-Home
Placement Disruption.” Child Abuse & Neglect, 35(12), (2011): 956-964. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.chiabu.2011.06.004

Jedwab, M., Xu, Y., & Shaw, T.V. “Kinship Care First? Factors Associated with Placement Moves in Out-of-Home
Care.” Children and Youth Services Review, 115, (2020): Article 105104. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.childyouth.2020.105104

Konijn, C., et al. “Foster Care Placement Instability: A Meta-analytic Review.” Children and Youth Services Review,
96, (2019): 483-499. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.12.002

Osborne, J., Hindt, L., Lutz, N., Hodgkinson, N., & Leon, S. “Placement Stability Among Children in Kinship and
Non-kinship Foster Placements Across Multiple Placements.” Children and Youth Services Review, 126, (2021):
Article 106000. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2021.106000

Testa, M. “Kinship Care and Permanency.” Journal of Social Service Research, 28(1), (2001): 25-43. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1300/J079v28Nn01_02

Testa, M., Bruhn, C,, & Helton, J. “Comparative Safety, Stability, and Continuity of Children’s Placements in Formal
and Informal Substitute Care.” In Webb, M.B.,, Dowd, K., Harden, B.J,, Landsverk, J., & Testa, M.F., eds., Child
Welfare and Child Well-Being: New Perspectives from the National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being,
159-191. New York: Oxford University Press. (2010).

Winokur, MA,, Holtan, A, & Batchelder, K.E. “Systematic Review of Kinship Care Effects on Safety, Permanency,
and Well-Being Outcomes.” Research on Social Work Practice, 28(1), (2018): 19-32. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843

Wulczyn, F., Parolini, A, Schmits, F., Magruder, J., & Webster, D. “Returning to Foster Care: Age and Other Risk
Factors.” Children and Youth Services Review, 116, (2020): Article 105166. Retrieved from https://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305168

Zinn, A, DeCoursey, J.,, Goerge, R.M,, & Courtney, M.E. A Study of Placement Stability in lllinois. Chapin Hall
(2006). Retrieved from https://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/old_reports/280.pdf

Endnote 3:

Bramlett, M.D., Radel, L.F., & Chow, K. “Health and Well-Being of Children in Kinship Care: Findings from the
National Survey of Children in Nonparental Care.” Child Welfare, 95(3), (2017): 41-60. Retrieved from https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/

Massachusetts Court Improvement Program. Stable Placement, Stable School: Improving Education Outcomes
of Children in Foster Care in Massachusetts. (2019). Retrieved from https://www.mass.gov/files/
documents/2019/04/23/Educ%20Study%20Report%20printer%20Final%20March%202019.pdf

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. National Survey of
Child and Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW): CPS Sample Component Wave 1 Data Analysis Report, April 2005.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families.
(2005). Retrieved from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/nscaw-cps-sample-component-wave-1-data-analysis
-report

Washington, T., Stewart, C., & Rose, R. “Academic Trajectories of Children in Formal and Informal Kinship Care.”
Child Development, 92(6), (2021): 2299-2316. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13580

5. CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/10455-children-in-kinship-care
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1524838015611673
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1524838015611673
http://www.mtfc.com/2006_chamberlain_et%20al_a_Who_Disrupts.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2011.06.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2011.06.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105104
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105104
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.12.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2021.106000
https://doi.org/10.1300/J079v28n01_02
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305168
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305168
https://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/old_reports/280.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/04/23/Educ%20Study%20Report%20printer%20Final%20March%202019.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/04/23/Educ%20Study%20Report%20printer%20Final%20March%202019.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/nscaw-cps-sample-component-wave-1-data-analysis-report
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/nscaw-cps-sample-component-wave-1-data-analysis-report
https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13580

Endnote 4:

Falconnier, LA, et al. “Indicators of Quality in Kinship Foster Care.” Families in Society: The Journal of
Contemporary Social Services, 91(4), (2010): 415-420. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1606/1044-3894.4040

Goering, E.S., & Shaw, T.V. “Foster Care Reentry: A Survival Analysis Assessing Differences Across Permanency
Type.” Child Abuse & Neglect, 68, (2017): 36-43. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.03.005

Wheeler, C, & Vollet, J. “Supporting Kinship Caregivers: Examining the Impact of a Title IV-E Waiver Kinship
Supports Intervention.” Child Welfare, 95(4), (2017): 91-110. Retrieved from https://www.jstor.org/stable/48623589

Wulczyn, F., Parolini, A, Schmits, F., Magruder, J., & Webster, D. “Returning to Foster Care: Age and Other Risk
Factors.” Children and Youth Services Review, 116, (2020): Article 105166. Retrieved from https.//
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305168

Endnote 5:

Testa, M., Shook, K., Cohen, L., & Woods, M. “Permanency Planning Options for Children in Formal Kinship Care.”
Child Welfare, 75(5), (1996): 451-470. Retrieved from https://www.jstor.org/stable/45399253

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on
Children, Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau. AFCARS Dashboard May 2025. (2025). Retrieved from https://
www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/afcars

Endnote 6:

Bramlett, M.D., Radel, L.F., & Chow, K. “Health and Well-Being of Children in Kinship Care: Findings from the
National Survey of Children in Nonparental Care.” Child Welfare, 95(3), (2017): 41-60. Retrieved from https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/

Cheung, C,, Goodman, D., Leckie, G., & Jenkins, J.M. “Understanding Contextual Effects on Externalizing
Behaviors in Children in Out-of-Home Care: Influence of Workers and Foster Families.” Children and Youth
Services Review, 33(10), (2011): 2050-2060. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2011.05.036

Fechter-Leggett, M.O.,, & O'Brien, K. “The Effects of Kinship Care on Adult Mental Health Outcomes of Alumni of
Foster Care.” Children and Youth Services Review, 32(2), (2010): 206-213. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.childyouth.2009.08.017

Garcia, A, et al. “The Influence of Caregiver Depression on Children in Non-Relative Foster Care Versus Kinship
Care Placements.” Maternal and Child Health Journal, 19(3), (2015): 459-467. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1007/510995-014-1525-9

Rubin, D.M,, et al. “Impact of Kinship Care on Behavioral Well-Being for Children in Out-of-Home Care.” Archives
of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine, 162(6), (2008): 550-556. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1001/
archpedi.162.6.550

Stein, R.E.K, et al. “Health Status and Type of Out-of-Home Placement: Informal Kinship Care in an Investigated
Sample.” Academic Pediatrics, 14(6), (2014): 559-564. Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf

Winokur, M.A,, Holtan, A., & Batchelder, K.E. “Systematic Review of Kinship Care Effects on Safety, Permanency,
and Well-Being Outcomes.” Research on Social Work Practice, 28(1), (2018): 19-32. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843

Winokur, M., Holtan, A, & Valentine, D. “Kinship Care for the Safety, Permanency, and Well-Being of Children
Removed from the Home for Maltreatment.” Campbell Systematic Reviews, 5(1), (2009): 1-171. Retrieved from
https.//doi.org/10.4073/csr.2009.1

Wu, Q., White, K.R,, & Coleman, K.L. “Effects of Kinship Care on Behavioral Problems by Child Age: A Propensity
Score Analysis.” Children and Youth Services Review, 57, (2015): 1-8. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.childyouth.2015.07.020

Endnote 7:

Lovett, N, & Xue, Y. “Family First or the Kindness of Strangers? Foster Care Placements and Adult Outcomes.”
Labour Economics, 65, (2020): Article 101840. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/}.labeco.2020.101840

Endnote 8:

Chapman, M.V, Wall, A, & Barth, R.P. “Children’s Voices: The Perceptions of Children in Foster Care.” American
Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 74(3), (2004): 293-304. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1037/0002-9432.74.3.293

6 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://doi.org/10.1606/1044-3894.4040
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.03.005
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48623589
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305168
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740920305168
https://www.jstor.org/stable/45399253
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/afcars
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/afcars
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2011.05.036
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2009.08.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2009.08.017
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-014-1525-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-014-1525-9
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.162.6.550
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.162.6.550
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843
https://doi.org/10.4073/csr.2009.1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2015.07.020
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2015.07.020
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.labeco.2020.101840
https://doi.org/10.1037/0002-9432.74.3.293

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. National Survey of
Child and Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW): CPS Sample Component Wave 1 Data Analysis Report, April 2005.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families.
(2005). Retrieved from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/nscaw-cps-sample-component-wave-1-data-analysis

-report
Endnote 9:

Wilson, L., & Conroy, J. Satisfaction of 1,100 Children in Out-of-Home Care, Primarily Family Foster Care, in
Illinois' Child Welfare System. Wilson Resources, Inc. (1996). Retrieved from http://www.eoutcome.org/Uploads/
COAUploads/PdfUpload/SatisfactionInlllinoisChildWelfare.pdf

Endnote 10:

Conway, T., & Hutson, R.Q. Is Kinship Care Good for Kids? (2007). Retrieved from https://www.clasp.org/sites/
default/files/public/resources-andpublications/files/0347.pdf

Endnote 11:

Lin, C.H. “Children Who Run Away From Foster Care: Who Are the Children and What Are the Risk Factors?”
Children and Youth Services Review, 34(4), (2012): 807-813. Retrieved from https://www.sciencedirect.com/
science/article/abs/pii/S0190740912000242

Endnote 12:

Dickerson, K.L,, Lyon, T.D., & Quas, J.A. “The Role of Kinship and Siblings in Young Children’s Placement
Preferences.” Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(17-18), (2021): 9299-9316. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1177/0886260519854560

Endnote 13:

Hallett, N., Garstang, J., & Taylor, J. “Kinship Care and Child Protection in High-Income Countries: A Scoping
Review.” Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 24(2), (2023): 632-645. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1177/15248380211036073

Wheeler, C., & Vollet, J. “Supporting Kinship Caregivers: Examining the Impact of a Title IV-E Waiver Kinship
Supports Intervention.” Child Welfare, 95(4), (2017): 91-110. Retrieved from https.//www jstor.org/stable/48623589

Winokur, MA,, Holtan, A, & Batchelder, K.E. “Systematic Review of Kinship Care Effects on Safety, Permanency,
and Well-Being Outcomes.” Research on Social Work Practice, 28(1), (2018): 19-32. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843

Endnote 14:

Fuller, T., et al. Conditions of Children in or at Risk of Foster Care in lllinois: 2013 Monitoring Report of the B.H.
Consent Decree. Urbana, IL: Children and Family Research Center, University of lllinois School of Social Work,
2015. Retrieved from https://cfrc.illinois.edu/pubs/
rp_20150101_ConditionsOfChildrenInOrAtRiskOfFosterCarelnlllinois2013MonitoringReportOfTheB.H.ConsentDecr

ee.pdf

Rolock, N., & Testa, M.F. Conditions of Children in or at Risk of Foster Care in lllinois: An Assessment of Their
Safety, Stability, Continuity, Permanence, and Well-Being. Urbana-Champaign: Children and Family Research
Center, School of Social Work, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2006.

Shlonsky, A., Webster, D., & Needell, B. “The Ties That Bind: A Cross-Sectional Analysis of Siblings in Foster Care.”
Journal of Social Service Research, 29(3), (2003): 27-52. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1300/J079v29Nn03_02

Wulczyn, F., & Zimmerman, E. “Sibling Placements in Longitudinal Perspective.” Children and Youth Services
Review, 27, (2005): 741-763. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2004.12.017

Endnote 15:

Anderson, M., & Linares, L.O. “The Role of Cultural Dissimilarity Factors on Child Adjustment Following Foster
Placement.” Children and Youth Services Review, 34(4), (2012): 597-601. Retrieved from https://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740911004282?via%3Dihub

Annie E. Casey Foundation. Synthesis of Research on Disproportionality in Child Welfare: An Update. (2006).
Retrieved from https://www.aecf.org/resources/synthesis-of-research-on-disproportionality-in-child-welfare-an-

update
Broskoff, A, Harder-Mehl, C., Johnson, S., Munsterman, L., & Wojciak, L. Minnesota Safety, Permanency and Well-

Being Performance Update. Minnesota Department of Human Services (2006). Retrieved from http://
www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/groups/county_access/documents/pub/dhs16_137114.pdf

7 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/nscaw-cps-sample-component-wave-1-data-analysis-report
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/nscaw-cps-sample-component-wave-1-data-analysis-report
http://www.eoutcome.org/Uploads/COAUploads/PdfUpload/SatisfactionInIllinoisChildWelfare.pdf
http://www.eoutcome.org/Uploads/COAUploads/PdfUpload/SatisfactionInIllinoisChildWelfare.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/public/resources-andpublications/files/0347.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/public/resources-andpublications/files/0347.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740912000242
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740912000242
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260519854560
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260519854560
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211036073
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211036073
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48623589
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843
https://doi.org/10.1177/1049731515620843
https://cfrc.illinois.edu/pubs/rp_20150101_ConditionsOfChildrenInOrAtRiskOfFosterCareInIllinois2013MonitoringReportOfTheB.H.ConsentDecree.pdf
https://cfrc.illinois.edu/pubs/rp_20150101_ConditionsOfChildrenInOrAtRiskOfFosterCareInIllinois2013MonitoringReportOfTheB.H.ConsentDecree.pdf
https://cfrc.illinois.edu/pubs/rp_20150101_ConditionsOfChildrenInOrAtRiskOfFosterCareInIllinois2013MonitoringReportOfTheB.H.ConsentDecree.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1300/J079v29n03_02
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2004.12.017
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740911004282?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740911004282?via%3Dihub
https://www.aecf.org/resources/synthesis-of-research-on-disproportionality-in-child-welfare-an-update
https://www.aecf.org/resources/synthesis-of-research-on-disproportionality-in-child-welfare-an-update
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/groups/county_access/documents/pub/dhs16_137114.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/groups/county_access/documents/pub/dhs16_137114.pdf

Brown, S., Cohon, D. & Wheeler, R. “African American Extended Families and Kinship Care: How Relevant Is the
Foster Care Model for Kinship Care?” Children and Youth Services Review, 24(1-2), (2002): 53-77. Retrieved from
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740901001682?via%3Dihub

Children’s Bureau. Factsheets for Families: Kinship Care and the Child Welfare System. (2022). Retrieved from
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/f kinshi.pdf

Generations United. Toolkit: African American Grandfamilies: Helping Children Thrive Through Connection to
Family and Culture. (2020). Retrieved from https://www.qu.org/resources/african-americangrandfamilies-
helping-children-thrive-through-connection-to-family-and-culture

Generations United. Toolkit: Latino Grandfamilies: Helping Children Thrive Through Connection to Culture and
Family. (2021). Retrieved from https://www.gu.org/resources/latino-grandfamilies-helping-childrenthrive-
through-connection-to-family-and-cultural-identity/

Generations United & National Indian Child Welfare Association. Toolkit: American Indian and Alaska Native
Grandfamilies: Helping Children Thrive Through Connection to Family and Cultural Identity. (2020). Retrieved
from https://www.qu.org/resources/american-indian-alaska-native-grandfamilies-helping-children-thrive-
through-connection-to-family-and-cultural-identity

Holtan, A, Renning, J. A, Handegard, B. H., & Sourander, A. “A Comparison of Mental Health Problems in Kinship
and Nonkinship Foster Care.” European Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 14(4), (2005): 200-207. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00787-005-0445-7

Endnote 16:

Generations United calculated this figure based on the following two data sources: Annie E. Casey Foundation
KIDS COUNT Data Center 2023-2025 averages of CPS (Current Population Survey) data from the U.S. Census
Bureau and U.S. Children’s Bureau AFCARS (Adoption and Foster Care Reporting System): Preliminary FY 2025
estimates. Retrieved from https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/10455-children-in-kinship-care and https:/
www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/afcars. For more information, see Kinship/
Grandfamilies Data from the Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network.

Endnote 17:

Annie E. Casey Foundation. Stepping Up for Kids: What Government and Communities Should Do to Support
Kinship Families. (2012). Retrieved from www.aecf.org/Steppingup-for-kids/

Blustein, J., Chan, S., & Guanais, F.C. “Elevated Depressive Symptoms Among Caregiving Grandparents.” Health
Services Research, 39(6), (2004): 1671-1690. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-6773.2004.00312.x

Bramlett, M.D., Radel, L.F., & Chow, K. “Health and Well-Being of Children in Kinship Care: Findings from the
National Survey of Children in Nonparental Care.” Child Welfare, 95(3), (2017): 41-60. Retrieved from https.//
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/

Fruhauf, C. A, Pevney, B., & Bundy-Fazioli, K. “The Needs and Use of Programs by Service Providers Working with
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.” Journal of Applied Gerontology, 34(2), (2015): 138-157. Retrieved from
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0733464812463983?journalCode=jaga

Golden, O., & Hawkins, A. TANF Child-Only Cases. Washington, DC: The Urban Institute. (2012). Retrieved from
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/tanf-child-only-cases

Generations United Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network. Kinship/Grandfamilies: Strengths and
Challenges. (2026), Retrieved from https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-
strengths-challenges

Rubin, D.M,, et al. “Impact of Kinship Care on Behavioral Well-Being for Children in Out-of-Home Care.” Archives
of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine, 162(6), (2008): 550-556. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1001/
archpedi.l62.6.550

Stein, R.E.K, et al. “Health Status and Type of Out-of-Home Placement: Informal Kinship Care in an Investigated
Sample.” Academic Pediatrics, 14(6), (2014): 559-564. Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Planning,
Research, and Evaluation. National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being, No. 22: Services to Support
Children Living in Kinship and Nonrelative Foster Care, 2008-2009. (2023). Retrieved from https://
www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/services-support-children-living-kinship-and-nonrelative-fostercare-2008-2009

Wohl, E., Lahner, J., & Jooste, J. “Group Processes Among Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.” In Hayslip, B., &
Patrick, J., eds., Working with Custodial Grandparents, 195-212. New York: Springer Publishing Company. (2003).

8 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740901001682?via%3Dihub
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/f_kinshi.pdf
https://www.gu.org/resources/african-americangrandfamilies-helping-children-thrive-through-connection-to-family-and-culture
https://www.gu.org/resources/african-americangrandfamilies-helping-children-thrive-through-connection-to-family-and-culture
https://www.gu.org/resources/latino-grandfamilies-helping-childrenthrive-through-connection-to-family-and-cultural-identity/
https://www.gu.org/resources/latino-grandfamilies-helping-childrenthrive-through-connection-to-family-and-cultural-identity/
https://www.gu.org/resources/american-indian-alaska-native-grandfamilies-helping-children-thrive-through-connection-to-family-and-cultural-identity
https://www.gu.org/resources/american-indian-alaska-native-grandfamilies-helping-children-thrive-through-connection-to-family-and-cultural-identity
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00787-005-0445-z
https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/10455-children-in-kinship-care
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/afcars
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/afcars
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-grandfamilies-data/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-grandfamilies-data/
http://www.aecf.org/Steppingup-for-kids/
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-6773.2004.00312.x
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0733464812463983?journalCode=jaga
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/tanf-child-only-cases
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.162.6.550
https://doi.org/10.1001/archpedi.162.6.550
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/services-support-children-living-kinship-and-nonrelative-fostercare-2008-2009
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/services-support-children-living-kinship-and-nonrelative-fostercare-2008-2009

Endnote 18:

Bramlett, M.D., Radel, L.F., & Chow, K. “Health and Well-Being of Children in Kinship Care: Findings from the
National Survey of Children in Nonparental Care.” Child Welfare, 95(3), (2017): 41-60. Retrieved from https.//
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/

Foluso, A A, Routh, B, Schure, M.B,, & Koltz, D.J. “Influence of Kinship Caregiver and Family Characteristics on
Kinship Care Experiences.” Families in Society: The Journal of Contemporary Social Services, 105(1), (2024): 94—
106. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1177/10443894231204533

Gomez, A, Wollen, S.L,, Day, A.G., Garcia-Rosales, K.V,, Feltner, A, Shearlock, A, & Delaplane, G. “Now | Am Calm
Because They Guide You: A Mixed-Method Exploratory Study of the Service Needs and Experiences of Latine
Kinship Caregivers in Washington State.” Children and Youth Services Review, 157, (2024): Article 107420.
Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107420

Greeno, C.G,, Rauktis, M.E,, Lee, D.H.J,, Cruce, A, Li, K, McDaniel, S.L., Tang, F., & Farmer, E.M. “Keeping the Legacy
Alive: Experiences of African American and White Grandparents Providing Kinship Care for Out of Home
Placements.” Race and Social Problems, 17(1), (2025): 75-87. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1007/s12552-024-
09431-z

Smith-Ruiz, D., & Jason, K. “Addressing the Needs of African American Grandparents: An Intersectionality
Perspective.” The Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare, 48(4), (2021): Article 4. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.4497

Washington, T., & Despard, M. “Making a Way Out of No Way: The Importance of Improving Financial Instability
Among African American Kinship Care Families.” Children and Youth Services Review, 158, (2024): Article 107409.
Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107409

Endnote 19:

Rose, R.A., Washington, T, Stewart, C.J., & Malley, KM.D. “The Risk of School Dropout Among Youth in Formal and
Informal Kinship Foster Care.” Children and Youth Services Review, 186, (2026): Article 109029. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2026.109029

Stein, R.E.K, et al. “Health Status and Type of Out-of-Home Placement: Informal Kinship Care in an Investigated
Sample.” Academic Pediatrics, 14(6), (2014): 559-564. Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf

Endnote 20:

U.S. Government Accountability Office. Child Welfare and Aging Programs: HHS Could Enhance Support for
Grandparents and Other Relative Caregivers. GAO-20-434. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Accountability
Office, (2020). Retrieved from https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-434

Endnote 21:

Hayslip, B., Jr., Knight, R. P., Page, K. S, & Phillips, C. “Thematic Dimensions of Grandparent Caregiving: A Focus
Group Approach.” GrandFamilies: The Contemporary Journal of Research, Practice and Policy, 6(1), (2020): 2-15.
Retrieved from https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/grandfamilies/vol6/iss1/5

Lin, C.H. “The Relationships Between Child Well-Being, Caregiving Stress, and Social Engagement Among
Informal and Formal Kinship Care Families.” Children and Youth Services Review, 93, (2018): 203-216. Retrieved
from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.07.016

Smithgall, C., Mason, S., Michels, L., LiCalsi, C., & Goerge, R. Caring for Their Children’s Children: Assessing the
Mental Health Needs and Service Experiences of Grandparent Caregiver Families. Chicago, IL: Chapin Hall
Center for Children at the University of Chicago, (2006). Retrieved from https://www.chapinhall.org/research/
illinois-children-cared-for-by-grandparents-face-behavioral-emotional-health-challenges/

Smithgall, C., Mason, S., Michels, L., LiCalsi, C., & Goerge, R. “Intergenerational and Interconnected: Mental Health
and Well-Being in Grandparent Caregiver Families.” Families in Society: The Journal of Contemporary Social
Services, 90(2), (2009): 167-175. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1606/1044-3894.3869

Swanke, J., Yampolskaya, S., Strozier, A. & Armstrong, M. “Mental Health Service Utilization and Time to Care: A
Comparison of Children in Traditional Foster Care and Children in Kinship Care.” Children and Youth Services
Review, 68, (2016): 154-158. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.06.029

Washington, T., Coley, S.L,, Blakey, J.M., Walton, Q.L,, Labban, J., Tadese, H.B,, Martinez, D. N,, & Leathers, S.J.
“Caregiver and Birth Parent Influences on Depression and Anxiety in African American Children in Kinship Care.’
Healthcare, 13(16), (2025): Article 2025. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcarel3162025

9 . CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://doi.org/10.1177/10443894231204533
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107420
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12552-024-09431-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12552-024-09431-z
https://doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.4497
https://doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.4497
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107409
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2026.109029
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408993/pdf/nihms682117.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-434
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/grandfamilies/vol6/iss1/5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.07.016
https://www.chapinhall.org/research/illinois-children-cared-for-by-grandparents-face-behavioral-emotional-health-challenges/
https://www.chapinhall.org/research/illinois-children-cared-for-by-grandparents-face-behavioral-emotional-health-challenges/
https://doi.org/10.1606/1044-3894.3869
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.06.029
https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare13162025

Endnote 22:

U.S. Government Accountability Office. Child Welfare and Aging Programs: HHS Could Enhance Support for
Grandparents and Other Relative Caregivers. GAO-20-434. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Accountability
Office, (2020). Retrieved from https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-434

Endnote 23:

Casanueva, C,, Smith, K, Ringeisen, H., Dolan, M., Testa, M., & Burfeind, C. Child Well-Being Spotlight: Children
Living in Kinship Care and Nonrelative Foster Care Are Unlikely to Receive Needed Early Intervention or Special
Education Services. OPRE Report #2020-31. Washington, DC: Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation,
Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, (2020). Retrieved
from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/child-well-being-spotlight-children-living-kinship-care-and-
nonrelative-foster-care-are

Endnote 24:

Administration on Community Living. Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act: Initial Report to
Congress. (2021). Retrieved from https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/RAISE_SGRG/SGRG-
InitialReportToCongress _2021-11-16.pdf

Endnote 25:

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Policy Development and Research.
Intergenerational Housing Needs and HUD Program Options: Report to Congress. (2008). Retrieved from
www.huduser.gov/Publications/pdf/intergenerational.pdf

Endnote 26:

FRAC analysis of 2019 1-year American Community Survey PUMS data of households with one or more
grandparents, age 40 or older, caring for children under age 18, with the children’s parents not present in the
household. For more on grandfamilies and nutrition, see Generations United, Together at the Table: Supporting
the Nutrition, Health, and Well-Being of Grandfamilies, available at https://www.gu.org/resources/state-of-
grandfamilies-report-2022.

Endnote 27:

U.S. Government Accountability Office. Child Welfare and Aging Programs: HHS Could Enhance Support for
Grandparents and Other Relative Caregivers. GAO-20-434. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Accountability
Office, (2020). Retrieved from https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-434

Endnote 28:

Crowther, M.R,, Ford, C.D., & Peterson, T. “A Qualitative Examination of Barriers for Urban and Rural Custodial
Grandparents.” Journal of Intergenerational Relationships, 12(3), (2014): 241-256. Retrieved from https:/
doi.org/10.1080/15350770.2014.929938

Kaye, LW., Adle, M., & Crittenden, J. Developing Rural Relatives as Parents Programming: Promising Practices:
A Collection of Practice Wisdom from Across Rural America. Bangor, ME: University of Maine Center on Aging.
(2010). Retrieved from https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/moca_education/3

Endnote 29:

Bramlett, M.D., Radel, L.F., & Chow, K. “Health and Well-Being of Children in Kinship Care: Findings from the
National Survey of Children in Nonparental Care.” Child Welfare, 95(3), (2017): 41-60. Retrieved from https.//
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/

Carr, G., Gray, J., & Hayslip, B., Ir. “Needs for Information About Supportive Resources: A Predictor of Needs for
Service and Service Use in African American Grandmother Caregivers.” Journal of Intergenerational
Relationships, 10(1), (2012): 48-63. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1080/15350770.2012.647566

Casanueva, C, Smith, K,, Ringeisen, H., Dolan, M., Testa, M., & Burfeind, C. Child Well-Being Spotlight: Children
Living in Kinship Care and Nonrelative Foster Care Are Unlikely to Receive Needed Early Intervention or Special
Education Services. OPRE Report #2020-31. Washington, DC: Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation,
Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, (2020). Retrieved
from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/child-well-being-spotlight-children-living-kinship-care-and-
nonrelative-foster-care-are

Child Welfare League of America. Kinship Navigators: Profiles of Family Connections Projects from 2012 to 20]15.
Washington, DC: CWLA Press. (2015).

Cooper, L, & Littlewood, K. KIN Tech Research Brief: Benefits, Safety, Outcomes and Cost. Florida: The Children’s
Home, Inc. (2015).

10 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-434
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/child-well-being-spotlight-children-living-kinship-care-and-nonrelative-foster-care-are
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/child-well-being-spotlight-children-living-kinship-care-and-nonrelative-foster-care-are
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/RAISE_SGRG/SGRG-InitialReportToCongress_2021-11-16.pdf
https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/RAISE_SGRG/SGRG-InitialReportToCongress_2021-11-16.pdf
http://www.huduser.gov/Publications/pdf/intergenerational.pdf
https://www.gu.org/resources/state-of-grandfamilies-report-2022
https://www.gu.org/resources/state-of-grandfamilies-report-2022
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-434
https://doi.org/10.1080/15350770.2014.929938
https://doi.org/10.1080/15350770.2014.929938
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/moca_education/3
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5798622/
https://doi.org/10.1080/15350770.2012.647566
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/child-well-being-spotlight-children-living-kinship-care-and-nonrelative-foster-care-are
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/child-well-being-spotlight-children-living-kinship-care-and-nonrelative-foster-care-are

Crum, W. “Foster Parent Parenting Characteristics That Lead to Increased Placement Stability or Disruption.”
Children and Youth Services Review, 32(2), (2010): 185-190. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.childyouth.2009.08.022

Garcia, A, et al. “The Influence of Caregiver Depression on Children in Non-Relative Foster Care Versus Kinship
Care Placements.” Maternal and Child Health Journal, 19(3), (2015): 459-467. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10995-014-1525-9

Houston, D. & Kramer, L. “Meeting the Long-Term Needs of Families Who Adopt Children Out of Foster Care: A
Three-Year Follow-Up Study.” Child Welfare, 87(4), (2008): 145-170.

James Bell Associates, Inc. Family Connection Discretionary Grants: 2009-Funded Grantees Cross-Site
Evaluation Report: Final. Arlington, VA: James Bell Associates, Inc. (2013). Retrieved from https:/
www.jbassoc.com/resource/family-connection-discretionary-grants-2009-funded-grantees-cross-site-
evaluation-report/

Lin, C.H. “The Relationships Between Child Well-Being, Caregiving Stress, and Social Engagement Among
Informal and Formal Kinship Care Families.” Children and Youth Services Review, 93, (2018): 203-216. Retrieved
from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.07.016

Public Children Services Association of Ohio. Ohio’s Fostering Connection Grant: Enhanced Kinship Navigator
Project: Final Progress Report. (2012). Retrieved from http://www.kinshipohio.org/Resources/2012/
OhioKinshipFinalProgressReport.pdf

Rose, R.A., Washington, T, Stewart, C.J., & Malley, KM.D. “The Risk of School Dropout Among Youth in Formal and
Informal Kinship Foster Care.” Children and Youth Services Review, 186, (2026): Article 109029. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2026.109029

Sakai, C, et al. “Mental Health Beliefs and Barriers to Accessing Mental Health Services in Youth Aging Out of
Foster Care.” Academic Pediatrics, 14(6), (2014): 565-573. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acap.2014.07.003

Sharda, E. A, Sutherby, C. G., Cavanaugh, D. L., Hughes, A. K., & Woodward, A. T. “Parenting Stress, Well-Being,
and Social Support Among Kinship Caregivers.” Children and Youth Services Review, 99, (2019): 74-80. Retrieved
from https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2019.01.025

The Children’s Home Society of New Jersey. ACF-OGM SF-PPR Final Report. Trenton, NJ: The Children's Home
Society of New Jersey. (2012).

Triwest Group. Casey Family Programs Kinship Caregiver Navigator Pilot: Final Pilot Evaluation Report (July T,
2004 through November 30, 2005). Seattle, WA: Triwest Group. (2005). Retrieved from https://www.dshs.wa.gov/
sites/default/files/ALTSA/hcs/documents/KinshipNavigatorEvaluationReport.pdf

Washington, T., Coley, S.L,, Blakey, J.M., Walton, Q.L,, Labban, J., Tadese, H.B,, Martinez, D. N, & Leathers, S.J.
“Caregiver and Birth Parent Influences on Depression and Anxiety in African American Children in Kinship Care.”
Healthcare, 13(16), (2025): Article 2025. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcarel3162025

Wheeler, C., & Vollet, J. “Supporting Kinship Caregivers: Examining the Impact of a Title IV-E Waiver Kinship
Supports Intervention.” Child Welfare, 95(4), (2017): 91-110. Retrieved from https://www.jstor.org/stable/48623589

Endnote 30:

Lee, D.H.J, Huerta, C,, & Farmer, E.M.Z. “Kinship Navigation: Facilitating Permanency and Equity for Youth in
Child Welfare.” Children and Youth Services Review, 131, (2021): Article 106251. Retrieved from https://
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740921003273

Littlewood, K., Cooper, L., & Pandey, A. “Safety and Placement Stability for the Children’s Home Network Kinship
Navigator Program.” Child Abuse & Neglect, 106, (2020): Article 104506. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.chiabu.2020.104506

Endnote 31:

Akee, R, Simeonova, E., Costello, E.J., & Copeland, W. How Does Household Income Affect Child Personality
Traits and Behaviors? NBER Working Paper No. 21562. National Bureau of Economic Research, (2015). Retrieved
from https://www.nber.org/papers/w21562

Endnote 32:

Xu, Y., Jedwab, M, Lee, KA., & Levkoff, S.E. “The Negative Effects of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) on
Behavioral Problems of Children in Kinship Care: The Protective Role of Kinship Caregivers’ Mental Health.”
Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, 31(1), (2023): 41-53. Retrieved from https://
doi.org/10.1177/10634266221076475

1 - CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2009.08.022
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2009.08.022
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-014-1525-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-014-1525-9
https://www.jbassoc.com/resource/family-connection-discretionary-grants-2009-funded-grantees-cross-site-evaluation-report/
https://www.jbassoc.com/resource/family-connection-discretionary-grants-2009-funded-grantees-cross-site-evaluation-report/
https://www.jbassoc.com/resource/family-connection-discretionary-grants-2009-funded-grantees-cross-site-evaluation-report/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.07.016
http://www.kinshipohio.org/Resources/2012/OhioKinshipFinalProgressReport.pdf
http://www.kinshipohio.org/Resources/2012/OhioKinshipFinalProgressReport.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2026.109029
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acap.2014.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2019.01.025
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/hcs/documents/KinshipNavigatorEvaluationReport.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/hcs/documents/KinshipNavigatorEvaluationReport.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare13162025
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48623589
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740921003273
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740921003273
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104506
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104506
https://www.nber.org/papers/w21562
https://doi.org/10.1177/10634266221076475
https://doi.org/10.1177/10634266221076475

Endnote 33:

GRANDD (Grandparents Raising and Nurturing Dependents with Disabilities) is a program of Innovative
Solutions for Disadvantage and Disability in Georgia. The program is focused on the provision of supportive
services to grandparents raising grandchildren or other relative children with developmental disabilities,
chronic health conditions and learning and behavior disorders. Project GRANDD provides support groups,
individual/family case management, training, education and referrals to support stable, safe and loving families.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Generations United gratefully acknowledges the following dedicated individuals for contributing to this
resource: Child Welfare Consultant Stefanie Sprow and Generations United Staff Jaia Lent, Robyn Wind, Karen
Gillespie, Chelsi Rhoades, Ana Beltran, Adina Wambua, and Sheri Steinig. Special thanks to Dr. Claire Kimberly,
Chapin Hall and Dr. Tyreasa Washington, Harvard Medical School and Cambridge Health Alliance, Agape
Therapeutic Services PLLC for their review and contributions.

We extend our gratitude to The Brookdale Foundation Group whose support for this project made it possible.
Photo Credits: All photos included in the publication without credit are licensed stock photos.

Disclaimers: This report is funded by the Brookdale Foundation Group. We thank them for their support but
acknowledge that the ideas, findings, and conclusions presented in this fact sheet are those of Generations
United alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the foundation.

Suggested Citation: Generations United. (2026). Fact Sheet: Children Thrive in Grandfamilies. www.gu.org.

ABOUT GENERATIONS UNITED

Generations United is the only national organization dedicated to bringing every generation to the table, in
policy, practice, and community. We connect community-based organizations, policymakers, and families with
the policies, partnerships, and practical tools that strengthen intergenerational connections. For 40 years, we
have worked to ensure that grandparents can raise grandchildren, older adults can age with community, and
families of every kind do not have to navigate life and caregiving alone. Learn more at gu.org.

y

© 2026, Generations United (www.gu.org). Reprinting permissible provided gener t- ns
unite

“Generations United” is credited and no profits are made.



http://www.gu.org
http://www.gu.org

