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Generations United

www.gu.org 

“We formed 
Generations 

United to argue 
for a caring 

society.”

- Jack Ossofsky

http://www.gu.org/


Generations United has TWO initiatives to support 
kinship/grandfamilies:

National Center on Grandfamilies

• GRAND Voices - a national group of caregiver advocates

• Federal advocacy on behalf of grandfamilies/kinship 
families

• Resources including the annual State of Grandfamilies 
Report

• gu.org and grandfamilies.org3



individual

requests for help

Individual 

Assistance

We respond to 

individual 

requests for help 

from government 

agencies and 

nonprofit 

organizations.

webinars

Learning Collaboratives and 

Information Dissemination

The Network hosts webinars and 

facilitates learning collaboratives.

A Centralized Hub

The Network is elevating exemplary 

kinship/grandfamily practices and 

programs from around the country.
Bridging 

Systems for 

Kinship 

Families

The Network is 

helping Idaho, San 

Diego County, and 

Oneida Nation of 

Wisconsin optimize 

their collaborative 

approaches and 

improve their 

services. Solutions 

will be replicable 

for others.

https://forms.monday.com/forms/98ba15cd551a95057bdb92ac65ac6b04?r=use1
https://forms.monday.com/forms/98ba15cd551a95057bdb92ac65ac6b04?r=use1
https://www.gksnetwork.org/events/


Question for You:

If you suddenly couldn’t 
care for your child 
anymore, where would 
you want them to go?

If your relative/friend 
suddenly couldn’t care 
for their child anymore, 
where would they want 
them to go?



• Grandma or 
Grandpa

• Relative

• Friend

• Foster Care?



Question for You:

If you received a call 
today that a child is 
coming to live with you 
tonight… indefinitely, are 
you ready?

What would you need?

What questions do you 
have?



“Individuals related to a child by blood, marriage, 
tribal custom and/or adoption and other individuals 
who have an emotionally significant relationship 
with the child or the child’s parents or other family 
members.” 

NOTE: Can have different definitions of relative/kin for different purposes, such as 
identification and notification of relatives/kin.

Definition of Relative/Kin
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Children in 

Kinship/ 

Grandfamilies

See: www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/ 

http://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/


Almost half of all children placed with kin – about 56,000 children – were living in unlicensed/unapproved homes in 2024. 

These kinship families are subject to the rules and restrictions of foster care, but typically do not receive foster care 

maintenance payments and don’t have a pathway to Guardianship Assistance. 

See: AFCARS dashboard10

https://tableau-public.acf.gov/views/afcars_dashboard_main_page/mainpage?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y


Children in 

Louisiana 

Kinship/ 

Grandfamilies

See: www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/ 

• 45,000 (4 percent) of children 

in Louisiana are being raised in 

kinship care

• 1,889 (43 percent) of children 

in foster care in Louisiana are 

with relatives

http://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/kinship-data/


Parental Causal Factors Creating 
Kinship/GrandFamilies

12

Substance use Death Disabilities

Detainment or 
Deportation

Military 
deployment

Incarceration

COVID-19 Mental health



Grandfamilies

Strengths and 
Challenges



What strengths do the child and caregiver 
show?

What challenges do they face?

What emotions are they each facing?  

What helps? What brings hope? 

Observations



• Embed Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IDYP3lrmvE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IDYP3lrmvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IDYP3lrmvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IDYP3lrmvE


What strengths do the child and caregiver 
show?

What challenges do they face?

What emotions are they each facing?  

What helps? What brings hope? 

Observations



Kinship Strengths: Children Thrive

See: www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/ 

and www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-

families-strengths-challenges/  
17

http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gu.org/resources/children-thrive-in-grandfamilies/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
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http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-families-strengths-challenges/


This Kin-Finding Toolkit 
features promising 
practices that have been 
helping child welfare 
agencies across the country 
increase their kin 
placement rates. Every 
practice comes with the 
necessary real-world tools, 
such as sample policy 
language and forms

www.gksnetwork.org/reso
urces/kin-finding-toolkit/

Scan the QR code to 
access the toolkit

https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kin-finding-toolkit/


Challenges
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Legal Family Dynamics
Caregiver & Child 

Mental Health Navigation Food & Nutrition

FinancialSchool Enrollment Grief
Role Confusion

Isolation Caregiver 
Health/Disability

Child 
Care/Respite

Child’s Behavior 
Issues

Health Care Housing



• Model: Peer and Individualized Mental Health Supports Model Program:

• Grandfamilies & Kinship Care- Children’s Service Society of Utah 
• Access at www.gksnetwork.org/resources/grandfamilies-kinship-care-at-

childrens-service-society-of-utah/

• Caregiver Peer Support Groups

• Youth & Child Support Groups/Activities

• Onsite mental health provider for individualized counseling

• Robust mental health referral program

• Educational workshops: trauma, self care, youth mental health, grief, 
kinship family dynamics

Grandfamilies Challenges: Mental Health
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Grandfamilies Mental Health Resource



Grandfamilies Challenges: Family Dynamics

Access at www.gksnetwork.org/events



Opioids and Other Substance Use
Practicing Self-Care

Addressing Childhood Trauma

Preventing Harmful Drug Use by Children

Engaging with Birth Parents

Talking with a Child about their Birth Parent

Where to Begin When Children are Suddenly in Your Care

Understanding the Impact of a Parent’s Substance Use 
Disorder on the Child

Maintaining Your Mental Health as a Caregiver

When A Child Returns to the Care of Their Parent or the 
Parent is More Fully Integrated into the Child’s Life

Understanding a Substance Use Disorder and How to 
Support Your Loved One in Recovery

https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-SelfCare.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-SelfCare.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-SelfCare.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-ChildHoodTrauma.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-HarmfulDrugUsebyChildren.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-EngagingWithBirthParents.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2019/01/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-TalkingWithAChildAboutTheirBirthParent.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/01_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/02_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/02_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/03_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/04_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/04_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/05_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2023/03/05_GU-PartTwo-GrandResource-WEB.pdf


Opioid Settlement Funds

• Peer to Peer 
Advocacy Group

• Tip Sheets 

• Advocacy Resources

• At least six states 
using funds for 
kinship families: AL, 
AK, MA, NV, OH, WV 



Working with Schools 



Grandfamilies Challenge: Legal
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• Legal Workshops: Louisiana-Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren Information Center of Louisiana 

• Kin Care Primer –Texas and others 
www.gksnetwork.org/resources/resource-guides-kinship-
caregivers/ 

• Effective use of McKinney Vento & Washington State’s 
LAARK (Free legal advice over the phone).

• Assistance Securing Guardianship/Adoption- Illinois

• Education and health care consent and authorization 
laws

https://lagrg.org/
https://lagrg.org/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/resource-guides-kinship-caregivers/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/resource-guides-kinship-caregivers/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/resource-guides-kinship-caregivers/
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http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/resource-guides-kinship-caregivers/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/resource-guides-kinship-caregivers/
https://gksnetwork.org/resources/use-of-mckinney-vento-act-for-children-raised-in-kinship-grandfamilies/
https://www.kcba.org/?pg=LAARK
https://dcfs.illinois.gov/loving-homes/adoption/illinois-adoption-legal-resources.html
https://dcfs.illinois.gov/loving-homes/adoption/illinois-adoption-legal-resources.html
https://www.gu.org/resources/state-educational-and-health-care-consent-laws/
https://www.gu.org/resources/state-educational-and-health-care-consent-laws/


Adoption and Guardianship 
Comparison Charts
www.gu.org/resources/adoption-and-guardianship-for-
children-in-foster-care/ 

• National chart, individual charts for aall 
50 States, and the District of Columbia.

• Include state-specific information:
o Rights and Responsibilities
o Financial and Legal Assistance
o Public Benefits
o Health Insurance
o Federal and State Tax Credits
o Caregiver Successor Planning and 

Death Benefits for Children
o College and Independent Living

http://www.gu.org/resources/adoption-and-guardianship-for-children-in-foster-care/
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http://www.gu.org/resources/adoption-and-guardianship-for-children-in-foster-care/


Grandfamilies Challenge: Finances
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• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) child-only grants:

• Difficult to access

• Massachusetts grants good cause exemptions for assigning child 

support to the state to all kin/grandfamily caregivers applying for TANF 

child-only grants

• Nevada- Foster Kinship program streamlines access to public benefits

• State supports: 

• Louisiana’s Kinship Subsidy Program monthly subsidy for child living 

in home of qualified relative who has legal custody or obtains it within a 

year. 

• District of Columbia’s Close Relative Caregiver Program – in addition 

to TANF child-only

• Within foster care, new federal rule allowing kin-specific licensing standards – 

see www.gksnetwork.org/resources/new-federal-rule-supports-kinship-

families-in-foster-care/ . Louisiana has been approved. 

https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/tanf-policy-practice-in-massachusetts/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/assessing-and-meeting-caregiver-needs/#_A_Partnership_to
https://ldh.la.gov/page/kcsp
https://cfsa.dc.gov/publication/ai-close-relative-caregiver-program
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/new-federal-rule-supports-kinship-families-in-foster-care/
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Grandfamilies Challenge: 
Health & Nutrition
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• Tailored food distribution/pantries Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren Information Center of Louisiana

• The National Family Caregiver Support Program & The 
Native American Caregiver Support Program          

Visit the eldercare locator: eldercare.acl.gov

• Minnesota’s Family Investment Program - child-only 

SNAP with TANF

https://lagrg.org/
https://lagrg.org/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/area-agencies-on-aging-and-title-vi-native-american-programs/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/area-agencies-on-aging-and-title-vi-native-american-programs/
http://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/area-agencies-on-aging-and-title-vi-native-american-programs/
https://eldercare.acl.gov/
https://gksnetwork.org/resources/child-only-assistance-for-kinship-families-and-grandfamilies/


Nutrition Resources

• School Breakfast and Lunch

• Summer Nutrition

• SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program)

• Other Federal Nutrition 
Programs

• Promising Practices for 
Ensuring Access to Food 
Assistance



Health 

2026 State of 
Grandfamilies & 
Kinship Care 
Report Coming 
this Fall!



• Kinship Navigator Programs 

• Guides/informational websites: Louisiana Kinship Navigator Guide

• Individual assistance from a peer caregiver: Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 
Information Center of Louisiana (Additional model - Florida Children’s Home Network)

• Kinship Navigator Programs Across US: www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kinship-

navigator-programs-around-the-united-states/ 
• The Family First Prevention Services Act authorizes ongoing federal reimbursement

• New federal opportunity to apply for funds to help states transition to an evidence-based 

program,

• Federal Advisory Council on Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

• Cross System Work underway in many states –

• Massachusetts 

• Michigan

• Washington

Cross System Work
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https://dcfs.louisiana.gov/page/kinship-navigator
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https://acl.gov/sgrg
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/state-commissions/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/state-commissions/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kinship-care-resource-centers/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kinship-care-resource-centers/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kinship-navigation-in-washington/
https://www.gksnetwork.org/resources/kinship-navigation-in-washington/


GrandFacts 
Caregiver Resources

https://www.grandfamilies.
org/State-Fact-Sheets 
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/State-Fact-Sheets
https://www.grandfamilies.org/State-Fact-Sheets
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https://www.grandfamilies.org/State-Fact-Sheets
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Strengthen Services & Support

34 www.gu.org 

http://www.gu.org/racial-equity-toolkits-featuring-grandfamilies/


Guidebooks



Children’s Books



Children’s Books & Novels



Question for You:

What action can you take to 
in your organization or 
community to strengthen 
support for kinship families?



Stay Connected & 
Access Support

Sign up for our monthly newsletter

which will provide you with updates on new kinship 

resources.

39

Request assistance 

For the latest updates, follow the Network on 

LinkedIn!

https://forms.monday.com/forms/3c4c5c62e7a863de0e628ca52b93c070?r=use1
https://www.gksnetwork.org/request-assistance/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/grandfamilies-kinship-support-network/?viewAsMember=true


Download the 
Presentation

40



The Network is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $9,950,000 with 95 percentage funded 

by ACL/HHS and $523,684 and 5 percentage funded by non-government sources. The contents are those of 

the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACL/HHS, or 

the U.S. Government.

Disclaimer
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