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Watch the video at https://youtu.be/z-mfLgHdgmI?si=hGBfloalrDqLXup8
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Executive Director
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State of Grandfamilies & Kinship Care in America
Annual Reports
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STATE OF GRANDFEAMILIES m
TOGETHER AT THE TABLE: REINFORCING A STRONG FOUNDATION:

STATE OF GRANDFAMILES !!I

FACING A PANDEMIC:

GRANDFAMILIES LIVING TOGETHER DURING
COVID-19 AND THRIVING BEYOND

SUPPORTING THE NUTRITION, HEALTH, EQUITABLE SUPPORTS FOR BASIC
AND WELL-BEING OF GRANDFAMILIES NEEDS OF GRANDFAMILIES
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CENTENE
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Special thanks to Centene Corporation for their support.
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CHILDREN THRIVE IN GRANDFAMILIES, ESPECIALLY WITH SUPPORT
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Very Special Thank You

Amy Goyer for authoring this report.

Generations United’s staff: Jamarl D. Clark Jaia Lent,
Ana Beltran, Karen Gillespie, Chelsi Rhoades, Sheri
Steinig, Fabiola Venegas-Ramos, llonka Walker,
Maari Weiss, and Robyn Wind.

The members of kinship and grandfamilies who shared
their stories: lona Jenkins, Keonte Jones, Nafeis
Robinson, Laurie Tapozada, and Marisa Van Zile.
GRAND Voices national network members who
reviewed the report: Charlotte Carey and Laurie
Tapozada.

The GRAND Voices national network and the National
Grandfamilies Partnership Working Group for serving
as focus groups, providing ideas and guidance, sharing
their experiences, and inspiring this report.

» The experts who support grandfamilies and were

interviewed for and/or reviewed the report and
provided feedback, including Dr. Michael Robert,
superintendent, Osborn School District in Phoenix,
Arizona, and Angela Tobin, Kinship Caregivers Connect
in Columbus, Ohio.

Tyreasa Washington, PhD, LCSW, ChildTrends, Tara
Reynon, National Indian Child Welfare Association
(NICWA), & Emily Peeler, ABA Center on Children and
the Law, for input and review of the report.
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Watch the video at https://youtu.be/pk4CdB7M2Mg?si=ohHktuhHWw-s3M6W
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Key Themes

1. Grandfamily caregivers face overwhelming
barriers to supporting the education of
children in their care.

2. Children in kinship care have better academic
outcomes than children raised in foster care
with non-kin.

------

3. And when grandfamilies get access to critical
supports, the children’s academic outcomes
can soar.
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ADDRESSING DISABILITIES
AND SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS

MEETING
BASIC

NEEDS
R Educational ADDRESSING
EFFECTS OF LEGAL
TRAUMA Cha“enges BARRIERS TO
EDUCATIONAL
Grandfamilies ENROLLMENT
often face serious
challenges
that can affect OVERCOMING
the chl!dren’s COMMUNICATION
education success BARRIERS
BETWEEN
\ SCHOOLS
AND KINSHIP
CAREGIVERS
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For every

heing raised by Kin in
foster care, there are
being raised by kin
outside of foster care.
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Children being raised by kin outside of foster care are
less likely than those raised by kin foster caregivers
to receive school-hased services and other supports
which may help them thrive academically.
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. Children living in
Academlc 0“tcomes grandfamilies and
kinship families do better
academically than children
in foster care with non-kin.
Children in foster care with
kin do better academically
and are more likely to
receive supports and
services than children raised
by kin outside of foster care.

High

ACADEMIC OUTCOMES
FOR CHILDREN

Low

Children living in Children in foster Children in foster
kinship/grandfamilies care with non-kin care with kin
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“There is nothing | can do to repay my
grandma for everything. She is the backbone
of the whole family. She has been on my team
100% every step of the way, learning about
therapists, schools, that helped me with my
ADHD and anger issues and getting my 504
plan. She has been very supportive and trying
to encourage me.”

Keonte Jones
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

« Schools should create and implement plans to regularly share
information about available services for grandfamilies.

e States should enact educational consent laws.

« Congress should support the expansion and sustained funding of
kinship navigator programs and navigator programs should build
strong relationships with schools.

 Title I schools (those with high poverty rates) should engage
grandfamilies in decision-making processes about federal and local
funding.

* Schools should be positioned as central hubs for wraparound services.

« Congress should continue investment in the Grandfamilies and
Kinship Support Network.

See the report for a full list of recommendations. geﬂﬁffé‘é" ne
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MODERATOR

Jason B. Allen

National Director of Partnerships
National Parents Union
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PANELISTS

Laurie Tapozada
Generations United
GRAND Voice
Rhode Island

Victoria Gray
Generations United

GRAND Voice
Arizona

Dr. Michael Robert
Superintendent
Osborn School District
Phoenix, Arizona
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* Visit & share the report’s interactive website
www.gureport.org.

« COMING SOON - a new toolkit, created by
Grandfamilies & Kinship Support Network
with practical strategies and tools for
professionals in the field.

GRANDFAMILIES & KINSHIP
93'6’0]% SUPPORT NETWORK

A National Technical Assistance Center
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June 25-27, 2025

Louisville, Kentucky

Visit www.quconf.org for more information.
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