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Generations United
www.gu.org

“We formed Generations United 
to argue for a caring society.”

- Jack Ossofsky

http://www.gu.org/


Shared Site Learning Network

• Made possible with support from The Eisner 
Foundation 

• Online Toolkit at www.sharingourspace.org
• Recordings and materials from previous events 

at https://www.gu.org/projects/shared-site-
learning-network/

• Arts Programming
• Evaluation
• Funding and Sustainability
• Design
• Staffing
• New Models

• Quarterly newsletter – next issue on play

http://www.sharingourspace.org/
https://www.gu.org/projects/shared-site-learning-network/
https://www.gu.org/projects/shared-site-learning-network/
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Transforming cities into intergenerational spaces that build connections and encourage learning

Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, PhD
Temple University

Brookings Institution
February 29, 2024



Using the science of learning as a base, our work is based on 
a 3-part equation for re-imagining education through play 
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+ +

Cultural, Community  values The science of how children learn The science of what children should learn+ +
The 6Cs

With a learning goal =
Playful Learning



And all are backed by a 
strong research base…..



Here is how it looks in practice…..

• Note – these are not play spaces per se, but rather spaces that 
people naturally go – bus stops, libraries, supermarkets -- that we 
enrich through intentional, cognitive inspired architecture. 



Our work in Communities –
Example 1: Urban Thinkscape

• Transforming a bus stop into a 
playful learning space

• Over 100 community members 
participated in building the site

• Community members trained as 
“data ambassadors” to collect 
observational data on use and 
learning from the site

• Results (N=280) 28% increase in 
adult/child language and in 
targeted spatial or number 
language use 3/8/2024 9

Hassinger-Das et al. 
2019

Hassinger-Das et al., in 
press



How the bus stop changes in Santa Ana



Example 2: Playbrary

• Can we even change a library to 
enhance playful learning and 
conversation?  You bet.

RESULTS:
• Number of children using 

number, spatial, color, or letter 
language increased by 44% 
from pre to posttest.

• Adults and children’ technology 
use decreased by 38% from pre 
to posttest.
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Hassinger-Das et al., 2021



The Tree at Logan Library

Le-Quyen Vu; Indochinese American Council
Literacy Rich Initiatives, Philadelphia
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Example 3: Literacy and STEM on the playground

LITERACY
STEM
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Example 4: Murals in Santa Ana



Murals in Bright Horizon schools



Murals in hospital waiting rooms. 

Erkaboni et al. in progress
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Example 5: Supermarkets in Santa Ana



Supermarket study in South Africa



And one final intergenerational piece: Playwall



We have developed playbooks in multiple languages

3/8/2024 20

And through our work both at Brookings and Playful Learning Landscapes Action Network

And soon to be in Chinese
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Along with clear ways to measure the impact of the 
installations on interaction outcomes for families and for 
communities



Now imagine what we could do in low-income housing? 
Senior housing? Homeless shelters? Parks? Recreation 
Centers?

https://playfullearninglandscapes.com 

https://playfullearninglandscapes.com/
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Facilitate Intergenerational Engagement 
We shall create living environments that 
facilitate engagement across all generations, 
for their mutual benefit and the continued 
contribution to society by people of all ages. 
This familiarity will also serve to combat 
ageist stereotypes.



Play is a basic human need, as essential to our well-being as sleep.”

- Dr. Stuart Brown, Founder, National Institute for Play

For people of ALL ages, play and playfulness can:

• Stimulate the mind/ improve brain functioning

• Nurture creativity

• Relieve stress

• Enhance relationships

• Improve mood

March 8, 2024AARP INTERNATIONAL | AARP.ORG/INTERNATIONAL © 2021 AARP ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 25





PARKS AND 
PLAYGROUNDS

• Remaking play 
equipment

• Seating
• Layout/design 

considerations

AARP INTERNATIONAL | AARP.ORG/INTERNATIONAL © 2023 AARP ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED



SHARED 
SPACES PLAY

• St. Joseph’s Home, 
Singapore

• Merry-go-round 
with wheel-lock 
features

AARP INTERNATIONAL | AARP.ORG/INTERNATIONAL © 2021 AARP ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED



LOCAL 
PLAYGROUND 
HERITAGE

• Taiwan’s terrazzo 
elephant slides

• Connecting current 
playground users and 
those from different time 
periods.

AARP INTERNATIONAL | AARP.ORG/INTERNATIONAL © 2023 AARP ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED



ENDING PLAY 
SPACE 
INEQUITY

• KaBOOM! “25 in 5” 
program
• Designed by kids, 
planned by the local 
community, and 
installed by 
volunteers

AARP INTERNATIONAL | AARP.ORG/INTERNATIONAL © 2023 AARP ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED



PLAY 
STREETS

• Playing Out UK
• Resident-led street play
• Local authority guidance

March 8, 2024 AARP INTERNATIONAL | AARP.ORG/INTERNATIONAL © 2021 AARP ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED 31



Stephanie K. Firestone
Senior Strategic Policy Advisor
International, AARP
sfirestone@aarp.org
@firekrone

https://www.aarpinternational.org/resources/equity-by-design
(See upcoming events under Principles in Action)

https://www.aarpinternational.org/resources/equity-by-design


Questions



Thank you for joining us!

For more information, 
visit www.gu.org or 
contact gu@gu.org 

http://www.gu.org/
mailto:gu@gu.org
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