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Housekeeping

 To hear the presentation:
 Listen through your computer speakers
 Or call in on your phone: +1 (415) 655-0060
 Access Code: 891-142-665

 Q&A/Discussion:
 You can type your questions at any time in the “questions” box
 We will respond to them at the end of the presentation

 PowerPoint slides and a recording of the webinar will be available on 
www.grandfamilies.org next week

 Registrants will receive an email with a link to the recording
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http://www.grandfamilies.org/
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This webinar is made 
possible by

The Dave Thomas 
Foundation for Adoption

We thank them

for their support



Generations United

 Generations United’s mission is to improve the lives of children, youth, and older 
adults through intergenerational collaboration, public policies and programs

 Since 1998, Generations United’s National Center on Grandfamilies:

 Guided by GRAND Voices – a network of caregiver advocates

 Leads an advisory group of organizations, caregivers and youth that sets the 
national agenda

 Provides technical assistance to states and other providers

 Raises awareness through media outreach, weekly communications and events

 Provides information and resources at www.gu.org and www.grandfamilies.org
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http://www.gu.org/
http://www.grandfamilies.org/


GRAND Voices

 GRAND Voices aims to have kinship caregiver 
voices front and center

 GRAND Voices now has 71 members around 
the country - in 44 states, the District of 
Columbia and 11 tribes

5



What GRAND Voices Do

 Advocate on behalf of kinship caregivers both inside 
and outside the child welfare system:

 White House

 Congressional hearings and briefings

 5th National GrandRally 

 Act in advisory role 

 Provide input on draft publications and other 
materials

 Federal government in August 2019 (IM ACYF-CB-
IM-19-03) emphasizes importance of “integrating 
family and youth voices into all aspects of child 
welfare system design and operation”6
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/im1903.pdf


Grandfamilies
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Parental Causal Factors Creating Grandfamilies

Substance Use Death
Mental health 

challenges

Physical and 
cognitive 

disabilities

Incarceration
Military 

deployment
Deportation

or detainment
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Children in 
Grandfamilies
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Data is not publicly available on the percentage of these children who are with licensed relatives. Most aren’t with 
licensed relatives.

Children living in a home without a foster payment went up 32 percent between 2011 and 2017, from 81,838 to 
108,426 children.
www.fostercarecapacity.com/stories/who-cares-2019-executive-summary
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https://www.fostercarecapacity.com/stories/who-cares-2019-executive-summary


Grandfamilies Strengths: Children Thrive

* See Children Thrive in Grandfamilies fact sheet, available at www.grandfamilies.org and www.gu.org
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http://www.grandfamilies.org/
http://www.gu.org/


Kinship Care Improves Outcomes For Children

Improved 
Placement 
Stability

Higher Levels 
of Permanency

Decreased 
Behavior 
Problems

“Being placed in 
kinship

care has been 
found to decrease 

the risk of 
disruption”

“Children initially placed in kinship 
care as compared to family foster 

care were more likely to reunify or 
exit to guardianship.”

36% of the children 
adopted from foster 
care are adopted by 

relatives; 11% of 
children exit to 

guardianship (2018)

“Children placed into 
kinship care had 
fewer behavioral 
problems three years 
after placement than 
children who were 
placed into foster 
care.”

1

2
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Chad Dingle

“…most people go to grandma’s house 
and get spoiled but for me it was the 
only safe place I had…getting to live with 
grandma was like ‘going to grandma’s 
house’ all the time. I had more love 
there than anywhere else in my life.”
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Keith Lowhorne
– Alabama 
GRAND Voice 
who adopted his 
grandchildren 
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AVAILABLE AT: 
WWW.GRANDFAMILIES.ORG

http://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/2017/Grandfamilies-Adoption-Guardianship-Chart-Final%20(2).pdf


Purposes of Chart

 Help empower kinship foster families to decide which permanency option is best for each child 

 Aimed at those children who are in the legal custody of the state with a kinship foster parent  

 The kinship foster parent may or may not be licensed or approved

 Can also be of help to the many more kinship families outside the child welfare system, but not all entries are 
relevant

 Does not favor one option over another - each family must decide what is best for the child 

 Not legal advice

 Consulting the chart should be part of a process between caseworkers, legal professionals, kinship caregivers, birth 
parents and the child to explore what is best for the child

 Provides a broad national overview, so families need to consider their state specific information also  

 We are creating a state template where legal providers in each state can partner with us and include their state 
specific information – if you are such a provider, please reach out to us
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Variation in Terms

 Adoption is known as “adoption” in all states

 Guardianship may be called permanent legal custody, legal custody 
or other similar terms.  It depends on each state 
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Kinship Foster Care

Child welfare agencies have an array of practices when it comes to 
relying on relatives to provide foster care:

 “Divert” the children to relatives with or without supports

 Do not offer the option to become licensed foster parents or 
discourage it

 Keep the children in their legal custody, and may only “approve” 
relatives and not fully license them

 May fully license relatives 

 May provide a pathway to supported permanency through 
guardianship assistance and adoption assistance

 Some agencies engage in several of these practices

18



Basic Principles of Adoption

The laws dictating how adoption is granted and what it entails are developed at the state and tribal levels, so this is a 
general overview:

 A court must generally terminate both parents’ rights and responsibilities unless --
 one parent is dead
 a stepparent is adopting
 paternity was never established and need not be terminated (in some states only)
 both parents voluntarily surrender all their rights

 In general, the court reviews the appropriateness of the adoption and, for older children, often seeks their input 
too 

 If the court finds that the adoption is in the “best interest” of the child and grants it, the state no longer has legal 
custody

 Relative caregivers become the "parent" in the eyes of the law 

 Birth parents cannot go to court to attempt to reclaim their rights and responsibilities

 The adoption never ends – the child is permanently part of the family
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Federal and State Adoption Assistance

After children are adopted by either relatives or non-relatives, ongoing monthly adoption assistance payments may be 
available:

 Two general types of adoption assistance programs:
 Federal - for children with “special needs” who are adopted from child welfare.  These children are supported 

through monthly subsidies using federal child welfare funds, Title IV-E of the Social Security Act 
 State - adoption assistance programs are not required to have the same restrictions under federal law and vary  

 About 90 percent of children in foster care, under either federal or state programs, are eligible for adoption 
assistance 

 When adopting a Title IV-E eligible child with “special needs” from foster care, states must reimburse prospective 
adoptive parents for non-recurring expenses up to $2,000 - most states also reimburse these expenses under their 
state programs

 The North American Council on Adoptable Children (NACAC) website at www.nacac.org/help/adoption-
assistance/adoption-assistance-us/state-programs/ has comprehensive profiles for each state’s adoption assistance 
program, along with other useful information.  www.nacac.org/help/adoption-assistance/adoption-assistance-us/
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http://www.nacac.org/adoptionsubsidy/stateprofiles.html
http://www.nacac.org/help/adoption-assistance/adoption-assistance-us/state-programs/
http://www.nacac.org/help/adoption-assistance/adoption-assistance-us/


Basic Principles of 
Guardianship/Legal Custody

As with adoption, the laws dictating how guardianship is granted and what it entails are developed at the state and 
tribal levels, so this is a general overview: 

 A court must grant guardianship - it reviews the placement and, in the case of older children, often seeks their 
input too

 If the court finds guardianship in the “best interest” of the child and grants it, the state no longer has legal 
custody

 The caregiver now stands in the shoes of the parent and can make all routine decisions 

 Guardianship does not require termination of parental rights (TPR)  

 The parents keep certain rights and responsibilities

 The parents can still visit with the child unless the judge has limited that right

 Birth parents can go to court to try to reclaim their rights and responsibilities and have the child returned to 
them if they show a change in circumstances

 Guardianship ends when the child reaches adulthood 
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Guardianships Address Some Potential 
Concerns with Adopting Related Children

 Guardianships do not legally change family dynamics, and for example, turn grandma 
into mom

 They are responsive to long and proud Native American, Latino, and African-American 
traditions of stepping in to care for relatives when parents have been unable

 Guardianships provide an important option to older foster children who often want to 
maintain a relationship with their parents and do not want to sever all legal ties

 For mentally or physically disabled parents who are unable to care for children, 
guardianships allow them to remain involved in the lives of their children, share their 
estate and allow their children to collect benefits as their children
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Federal and State Guardianship Assistance

 The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 gives states and tribes the option to 
use federal Title IV-E funds for guardianship assistance programs (GAP) so children in the licensed care of 
relatives can exit foster care into permanent homes with their relative caregivers  

 Congress included this option due to the success of many similar state programs and federal waivers

 GAP is designed for children and youth:

 who have been in foster care with licensed relative foster parents providing care for at least six months

 for whom reunification with their parents and adoption are not appropriate options

 Unlike adoption assistance, not all states and tribes offer federal guardianship assistance  

 Most of the states and tribes that took the federal option also use their own state or local funds to provide 
guardianship assistance to children who are not eligible for federal support

 Furthermore, as with federal adoption assistance, a relative’s expenses incurred in obtaining the guardianship 
are reimbursable - many state programs also reimburse these expenses
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National

Comparison Chart
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Choosing the Permanency Goal

 Engage other family members in the decision, and include the child if 

developmentally appropriate

 Consider all the legal and financial ramifications of the decision

 Weigh benefits for the child – inheritance, education assistance

 Ultimately what is best for the child? 
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Tips for 
Relative 
Caregivers
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Tips for 
Caseworkers
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Additional National Resources
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A collaboration of the 
ABA Center on Children and the Law, 

Generations United and Casey Family Programs
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www.grandfamilies.org

http://www.grandfamilies.org/


GrandFacts
State Fact Sheet
 All 50 States and District of 

Columbia

 Available at 
www.grandfamilies.org
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Tips and resources to help grandfamilies inside 
and outside the child welfare system impacted 
by opioids or other substance use

Topics include:
-Practicing Self-Care 
-Addressing Childhood Trauma 
-Preventing Harmful Drug Use by Children 
-Engaging with Birth Parents 
-Talking with a Child about their Birth Parent

Available at: 
www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/
Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-
Opioids.pdf
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http://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/Documents/Grandfamilies-Report-GRANDResource-Opioids.pdf
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http://www.grandfamilies.org/Portals/0/documents/Resources/Financial%20Assistance%20Resources/Grand%20Resources.pdf
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Available at www.gu.org and www.grandfamilies.org

http://www.gu.org/
http://www.grandfamilies.org/


Annual State of Grandfamilies Report
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Brief created in 
partnership:

Casey Family Programs, 
Children’s Defense Fund,
ABA Center on Children 
and the Law, and
Generations United
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Questions?
Contact 

information
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GENERATIONS UNITED

ABELTRAN@GU.ORG

JAIA PETERSON LENT

GENERATIONS UNITED

JLENT@GU.ORG

DIANE ROZNOWSKI

GENERATIONS UNITED

DROZNOWSKI@GU.ORG

MARY BOO

NORTH AMERICAN COUNCIL ON ADOPTABLE CHILDREN

MARYBOO@NACAC.ORG

KEITH LOWHORNE

GRAND VOICE

ALABAMA FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS ASSOCIATION

KEITH@AFAPA.ORG
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