
2011 Generations United Annual Report 

This report highlights our major achievements in the past year, which could not have been 

possible without our members, partners, board of directors, committees and funders, whose 

support and generosity have enabled us to remain a vital force in connecting generations.  

Our small staff was able to take on some truly herculean tasks this year-and provide the 

guidance and resources the intergenerational field needs to strengthen and grow.  

Among those accomplishments: 

 Hosting Rethinking & Revitalizing: Generations United's 16th International 

Conference, which brought intergenerational experts and practitioners from around the 

world to exchange ideas, receive deserved recognition, and revitalize their work. 

 Co-sponsoring the Fourth National GrandRally, which gathered more than 600 

grandfamily members in Washington to give them renewed hope and an opportunity to 

meet with lawmakers during our biggest Hill visit ever. 

 Issuing Family Matters: Multigenerational Families in a Volatile Economy, our second 

annual signature report, which shines a spotlight on the contributions that 

multigenerational families make to society-and how we can help them in return. 

 Expanding Seniors4Kids, which enabled us to merge with Granny Voter, establish a 

presence in Colorado, and, most of all, advocate for a better future for our children. 

 Promoting the development of shared sites, which allows communities to make better 

use of scarce resources and promotes greater understanding among generations. 

 Raising our visibility in the media (in the New York Times, the Washington Post, USA 

Today, NPR and other outlets), which enabled us to highlight the work of our partners 

and the need for generations to stand together.   

 Creating new resources and launching a more user friendly website, which enable 

experts, practitioners, families, the media, and everyone else to have access to the 

latest facts, trends, and achievements in the field. 

 

Together, we can build a world that values all generations. 

  



Foundations 

Organizations 

Financial Supporters 
 

Annie E. Casey Foundation 

Atlantic Philanthropies 

Casey Family Programs 

Eisner Foundation 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

MetLife Foundation 

Patton Family Charitable Foundation 

The Brookdale Foundation Group 

The William Penn Foundation 

Verizon Foundation 

 

AARP 

Aon 

Child Welfare League of America 

CVS Corporation 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Fairview University Medical Center 

Generations Preschools 

Hursey Elemantary School 

ICF International 

Intergeneration Foundation 

LeadingAge, Inc.  

Minnesota Power 

National Academy of Social Insurance 

National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 

National Council on Aging 

St John Lutheran Home Foundation 

St. Michaels Collegiate School 

The Hebrew Home for the Aged at Riverdale 

The Salvation Army  

Vermont Kin As Parents 

Voices for America's Children 

Worcester State College 
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Individuals 

 

MaryLee Allen 

Bob Blancato 

Rana Boroumand 

Donna Butts 

Julia Distefano 

Robert Donohue 

Robert Dugger 

Brent Elrod 

Susan Goff Mason 

Aubrey Haddican 

Wendolyn Heiges 

Pam Horazdovsky 

Eric Kingson 

Barbara Lantiegne 

Mary Lehnert 

Bill Libro 

Michael Marcus  

Janis Marler 

Donald D. Mathis 

Larry Minnix 

Sharon Niederhaus 

John Oyler 

Kimberley Pietrorazio 

Maureen Statland 

Paul Thornell 



Board of Directors 

CHAIR 

William L. Minnix, Jr. 

President & CEO 

American Association of Homes and Services for 

the Aging 

VICE CHAIR 

Matthew E. Melmed 

Executive Director 

ZERO TO THREE 

SECRETARY 

Michael S. Marcus 

Program Director 

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation 

TREASURER 

Christine James-Brown 

President & CEO 

Child Welfare League of America 

BOARD MEMBERS 

MaryLee Allen 

Director, Child Welfare and Mental Health 

Children's Defense Fund 

 

William H. Bentley 

President & CEO 

Voices for America's Children 

 

Robert Dugger 

Managing Partner 

Hanover Investment Group 

 

Jatrice Martel Gaiter 

Executive Vice President of External Affairs 

Volunteers of America 

 

Walter L. Jones 

Vice President Network – West Area 

Verizon Wireless 

Karen Mathis 

President & CEO 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America 

 

Lawrence McAndrews 

President & CEO 

National Association of Children's Hospitals & 

Related Institutions 

 

Larry Naake 

Executive Director 

National Association of Counties 

 

Sandra Nathan 

Senior Vice President, Economic Security 

National Council on Aging 

 

Barb Quaintance 

Senior Vice President 

Office of Volunteer and Civic Engagement 

ARRP 

 

John Rother 

President & CEO 

National Coalition on Health Care 

 

Pamela Smith 

Director, Aging & Independence Service 

County of San Diego 

 

Sandra Timmermann 

Director 

MetLife Mature Market Institute 

 

Paul N. D. Thornell 

Vice President, Federal Government Affairs 

Citigroup, Inc. 

 

Marla Viorst 

Partner 

Povaddo 



STRATEGIC ADVISORS 

Robert Blancato 

President 

Matz, Blancato, & Associates 

 

James Firman 

President & CEO 

National Council on Aging 

 

Marc Freedman 

President 

Civic Ventures 

 

Irv Katz 

President & CEO 

The National Human Services Assembly 

 

Catherine Milton 

Palo Alto, CA 

 

Mary Ann Van Clief 

Vice President 

The Brookdale Foundation Group 

 

Juan Williams 

Journalist & Political Commentator 

 

Staff  
 Donna M. Butts, Executive Director 

 Colleen Appelby-Carroll, Communications Coordinator 

 Ana Beltran, Special Advisor, National Center of Grandfamilies 

 Leah Bradley, Project Specialist 

 Alex Cutler, Special Projects Assistant 

 Jaia Peterson Lent, Deputy Executive Director 

 Roxana Martinez, Program & Technology Coordinator 

 Melissa Ness, Public Policy Manager  

 Eliseba Osore, Project Assistant 

 Sheri Steinig, Special Projects Director 

 Thomas Taylor, Special Advisor, Seniors4Kids 

 Anne Tria Wise, Senior Project Manager 

 


